
  

THE CORNERSTONE  

CHRONICLE  

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.      Proverbs 22:6  

 

Cornerstone Christian Academyôs mission is to provide academic excellence in a Christ-centered 

environment, preparing students to mature into individuals who effectively apply their knowledge 

and personal faith for Godôs purposes.  The school will adhere to Biblical principles including those 

outlined in our Statement of Faith.  
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Cornerstone Christian Academy is more than the sum 
of its parts. A) Academic rigor, B) a welcoming community, and 
C) spiritual guidance are important distinctives, but they do not 
fully define who we are. God defines who we are, and He has 
given us a unique niche in the education of young children.  

The Cornerstone community has been knit together by 
God. We have a normal range of learners, families from all finan-
cial levels, families from two states and a dozen towns, and peo-
ple from many Christian churches. In this diversity, God is re-
vealed. His love and compassion can be seen through the kind-
ness of children and the caring gestures of adults. His creativity 
can be seen in the unique way each child thinks and learns. His 
provision can be seen in the generosity of the people who sup-
port the school through gifts of time, talent, and resources.  

The most exciting part is that He knows each and every 
individual at Cornerstone and He has a plan for their life and for 
their time here. Our task is to discover what that is. The best way 
to do this, we find, is to try to see each child through Godõs eyes. 
Who needs love and encouragement today? Who needs to learn 
the lessons of perseverance, patience, or self control? Who excels 
in math, writing, science, or public speaking? Who will He call to 
serve as a doctor, teacher, architect, scientist, or artist?  

When the faculty prays together each morning, we pray 
that God will reveal the answers to these questions and that He 
will equip us to be His hands as we teach the children. Some-
times the answers come through new approaches to instruction 
like the new writing program we are implementing this year, or 
the new history and science course structures. Sometimes the 
answers come through tangible gifts like the science grant that 
enables us to spark the studentsõ interest as they engage in labora-

tory experiments. We do not always know the outcome of our 
investments, but we know that God continues to direct us to 
build this program with excellence. 

Most often, we see the answers when we slow down 
and really watch and listen. This is where many of the blessings 
of being in a smaller school are found. The faculty and staff 
know every child by name. We know when they are out sick and 
we pray for them. We know when they are moving, when they 
win a hockey trophy, or when they are struggling in English. We 
see when they are down, if their feelings are hurt, or if they seem 
worried. We celebrate their successes and watch them play hap-
pily with friends.  

We have the privilege of watching Godõs children grow 
and working together with parents in that process. Amazing! 

Serving Him together, 

Mrs. Irwin 
Head of School 
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C A L L E D  B Y  G O D  T O  T R A N S F O R M  L I V E S  

The Best of Times, 

The Worst of Times . . . 
Learning is all Around  

us this Fall 

 

Charles Dickens wrote in A Tale of Two Cities, òIt was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times. . .ó This statement is, by defini-
tion, a paradox or a statement that contradicts itself. How can it be the 
best and the worst of anything at the same time? However, this may be 
what we, at Cornerstone, are experiencing this year. These are difficult 
times that we live in. Many have lost jobs, some have lost homes, 
homes have lost asset value, and the U.S. dollar is not worth as much 
as it was last year.  

These are trying times, yet Cornerstone was blessed with a 
generous financial gift last year. This gift was given with a purpose, 
which is to help provide for the long-range needs of the school, outside 
of the operating budget. The gift was not to provide for our immediate 
operating expenses. However, our immediate budget needs are very 
pressing indeed. As with many other nonprofits, we have seen that 
fundraising and giving are substantially down. Conversely, as we all 
know from our own lives, expenses are up. It is the best of times, as 
God is sovereign and knows our needs and we have some financial 
provision for our future; it is the worst of times, as our immediate fi-
nancial needs have not yet been met.  

Our goal is, and will always be, to provide academic excellence 
in a Christ-centered environment. We have stayed true to that mission 
and have continued to invest in new curriculum and other program 
improvements, offer tuition assistance to families with demonstrated 
need, and provide a consistently high level of enrichment courses. With 
that said, the Board of Directors has wrestled with how to keep ex-
penses in line as we face the reality of having less than the necessary 
funding to meet the current demands.  Even with faculty and staff sala-
ries frozen at last yearõs level, working together with New England 
Chapel to minimize costs, and increasing our efforts in fundraising, we 
are projecting a deficit for this year.   

We often refer to our Cornerstone families and friends as the 
òCornerstone Community,ó and we now have the opportunity to face 
this situation as a community. This is a time to think about how you 
can help the school. Simple things like paying tuition on time to bring 
all of the accounts up to date will help. We, each and every one of us, 
can make use of SCRIP. This is a no-cost opportunity to provide for 
the school without feeling it, yet we do not take advantage of it. We can 
all provide Donna Bontempo with names of people we can reach out 
to, who might be interested in supporting our mission. We will not 
know if someone has the heart to give until we ask.  Please do not be 
limited by this short list of suggestions, but please take this challenge to 
think of something that you can do for Cornerstone.  

 I believe that each day is the best of times as it is a gift from 
God. I also believe that in the worst of times, we have an opportunity 
to be energized and serve God and each other with passion. I hope that 
you read this note as a call for us all to see the best of times that we 
have in our Cornerstone experience, and to join together as we strive to 
fulfill our mission. 

Al Magliaro, President, Board of Directors 

Kindergarten at Cornerstone is an exciting place to 
be!  The beauty of fall is all around us and the kinder-
garteners are reaping the benefits! What would fall be 
like without delicious apples and colorful changing 
leaves?  Fall is a time to use our five senses to enjoy the 
world around us.  Our classroomõs 5 ı foot laminated 
tree has been a wonderful addition to our curriculum. 
Using our senses, we made paper apples with their char-
acteristics to put on the tree.  For Grandparentsõ and 
Special Friendsõ Day, we cored, peeled, and sliced apples 
to make an original homemade applesauce for our visi-
tors. Using the apple for Bible devotions, we discussed 
that God has three parts just like the apple. God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the three persons of our 
amazing God.   For our study of mammals in science, 
the class tree reminds us of the relationship between 
plants and animals.  The children loved learning about 
the many mammals that live in the forest and wood-
lands.  We also are studying other habitats that mammals 
can live in.  Mrs. Ryan and Daisy shared in class about 
their amazing humpback whale watch in Gloucester and 
the life of these whales.  It has been an exciting adven-
ture in kindergarten and we look forward to ògrowingó 
from seeds of curiosity to blossoms of wisdom as we 
watch Godõs amazing creations. 

Mrs. Joseph and Mrs. Hager 

The first grade is tiring, there's so much to do. 

Where are the blocks and the naps we're used to? 
  
The teacher is telling us we have homework each day. 

Is it wrong if we don't feel like yelling "Hooray"? 
  
Phonics is tricky, missing addends confusing, 

All the seatwork assigned is just not amusing! 
  
Spelling tests are something we end with each week, 

We must memorize the words, we can't even peek! 
  
Science has taught us to take care of our body, 

Classroom rules are a guide in how not to be naughty. 
  
God has created the world and all that is in it, 

I guess learning about it will take more than a minute! 
  
So we'll learn to read, write, and to do mathematics, 

Study the Bible and forget the dramatics! 
  
We're growing and learning and having such fun, 

I guess we'll stick with it 'til first grade is done. 

 

Mrs. Landry 
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PL A N TI NG GO Dõ S  S E E DS  TO W A TC H BL OS S OM 

 

Second Graders ENJOY  

Hands-On Learning! 

Growing and Learning 

 

Our class is enjoying a variety of hands-on experiences.  We are 
seeing that timelines are just another way to view history.  The stu-
dents made their own pictorial timelines labeling a few pictures of 
important events for each year of life.  What a treat we all had when 
each student shared his or her personal timeline!  What a joy to see 
how God has blessed each student throughout the years! 

Our science study of vertebrates culminated in a special oral ani-
mal report.  Each child researched an animal, told why it was classified 
as a mammal, reptile, bird, fish, or amphibian, and gave its unique 
characteristics.  We all had fun making and painting clay models of 
their chosen animal to use with the oral reports. 

Invertebrates are amazingly different creatures!  We assembled a 
terrarium for earthworms using three soil layers in this order: sand on 
the bottom, dirt, and decayed leaves on top.  The terrarium is kept in 
darkness for several days before we check to see if our hypothesis is 
correct: earthworms like moist dirt or decayed leaves, but not sand.  
Weõll be able to see if there are any tunnels in the sandy layer. 

Mrs. Abbott 

The first grade is tiring, there's so much to do. 

Where are the blocks and the naps we're used to? 
  
The teacher is telling us we have homework each day. 

Is it wrong if we don't feel like yelling "Hooray"? 
  
Phonics is tricky, missing addends confusing, 

All the seatwork assigned is just not amusing! 
  
Spelling tests are something we end with each week, 

We must memorize the words, we can't even peek! 
  
Science has taught us to take care of our body, 

Classroom rules are a guide in how not to be naughty. 
  
God has created the world and all that is in it, 

I guess learning about it will take more than a minute! 
  
So we'll learn to read, write, and to do mathematics, 

Study the Bible and forget the dramatics! 
  
We're growing and learning and having such fun, 

I guess we'll stick with it 'til first grade is done. 

 

Mrs. Landry 

First graders are learning about the Tower of Babel 


