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Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.      Proverbs 22:6  
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Cornerstone Christian Academy is more than the sum 
of its parts. A) Academic rigor, B) a welcoming community, and 
C) spiritual guidance are important distinctives, but they do not 
fully define who we are. God defines who we are, and He has 
given us a unique niche in the education of young children.  

The Cornerstone community has been knit together by 
God. We have a normal range of learners, families from all finan-
cial levels, families from two states and a dozen towns, and peo-
ple from many Christian churches. In this diversity, God is re-
vealed. His love and compassion can be seen through the kind-
ness of children and the caring gestures of adults. His creativity 
can be seen in the unique way each child thinks and learns. His 
provision can be seen in the generosity of the people who sup-
port the school through gifts of time, talent, and resources.  

The most exciting part is that He knows each and every 
individual at Cornerstone and He has a plan for their life and for 
their time here. Our task is to discover what that is. The best way 
to do this, we find, is to try to see each child through Godõs eyes. 
Who needs love and encouragement today? Who needs to learn 
the lessons of perseverance, patience, or self control? Who excels 
in math, writing, science, or public speaking? Who will He call to 
serve as a doctor, teacher, architect, scientist, or artist?  

When the faculty prays together each morning, we pray 
that God will reveal the answers to these questions and that He 
will equip us to be His hands as we teach the children. Some-
times the answers come through new approaches to instruction 
like the new writing program we are implementing this year, or 
the new history and science course structures. Sometimes the 
answers come through tangible gifts like the science grant that 
enables us to spark the studentsõ interest as they engage in labora-

tory experiments. We do not always know the outcome of our 
investments, but we know that God continues to direct us to 
build this program with excellence. 

Most often, we see the answers when we slow down 
and really watch and listen. This is where many of the blessings 
of being in a smaller school are found. The faculty and staff 
know every child by name. We know when they are out sick and 
we pray for them. We know when they are moving, when they 
win a hockey trophy, or when they are struggling in English. We 
see when they are down, if their feelings are hurt, or if they seem 
worried. We celebrate their successes and watch them play hap-
pily with friends.  

We have the privilege of watching Godõs children grow 
and working together with parents in that process. Amazing! 

Serving Him together, 

Mrs. Irwin 
Head of School 
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C A L L E D  B Y  G O D  T O  T R A N S F O R M  L I V E S  

The Best of Times, 

The Worst of Times . . . 
Learning is all Around  

us this Fall 

 

Charles Dickens wrote in A Tale of Two Cities, òIt was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times. . .ó This statement is, by defini-
tion, a paradox or a statement that contradicts itself. How can it be the 
best and the worst of anything at the same time? However, this may be 
what we, at Cornerstone, are experiencing this year. These are difficult 
times that we live in. Many have lost jobs, some have lost homes, 
homes have lost asset value, and the U.S. dollar is not worth as much 
as it was last year.  

These are trying times, yet Cornerstone was blessed with a 
generous financial gift last year. This gift was given with a purpose, 
which is to help provide for the long-range needs of the school, outside 
of the operating budget. The gift was not to provide for our immediate 
operating expenses. However, our immediate budget needs are very 
pressing indeed. As with many other nonprofits, we have seen that 
fundraising and giving are substantially down. Conversely, as we all 
know from our own lives, expenses are up. It is the best of times, as 
God is sovereign and knows our needs and we have some financial 
provision for our future; it is the worst of times, as our immediate fi-
nancial needs have not yet been met.  

Our goal is, and will always be, to provide academic excellence 
in a Christ-centered environment. We have stayed true to that mission 
and have continued to invest in new curriculum and other program 
improvements, offer tuition assistance to families with demonstrated 
need, and provide a consistently high level of enrichment courses. With 
that said, the Board of Directors has wrestled with how to keep ex-
penses in line as we face the reality of having less than the necessary 
funding to meet the current demands.  Even with faculty and staff sala-
ries frozen at last yearõs level, working together with New England 
Chapel to minimize costs, and increasing our efforts in fundraising, we 
are projecting a deficit for this year.   

We often refer to our Cornerstone families and friends as the 
òCornerstone Community,ó and we now have the opportunity to face 
this situation as a community. This is a time to think about how you 
can help the school. Simple things like paying tuition on time to bring 
all of the accounts up to date will help. We, each and every one of us, 
can make use of SCRIP. This is a no-cost opportunity to provide for 
the school without feeling it, yet we do not take advantage of it. We can 
all provide Donna Bontempo with names of people we can reach out 
to, who might be interested in supporting our mission. We will not 
know if someone has the heart to give until we ask.  Please do not be 
limited by this short list of suggestions, but please take this challenge to 
think of something that you can do for Cornerstone.  

 I believe that each day is the best of times as it is a gift from 
God. I also believe that in the worst of times, we have an opportunity 
to be energized and serve God and each other with passion. I hope that 
you read this note as a call for us all to see the best of times that we 
have in our Cornerstone experience, and to join together as we strive to 
fulfill our mission. 

Al Magliaro, President, Board of Directors 

Kindergarten at Cornerstone is an exciting place to 
be!  The beauty of fall is all around us and the kinder-
garteners are reaping the benefits! What would fall be 
like without delicious apples and colorful changing 
leaves?  Fall is a time to use our five senses to enjoy the 
world around us.  Our classroomõs 5 ı foot laminated 
tree has been a wonderful addition to our curriculum. 
Using our senses, we made paper apples with their char-
acteristics to put on the tree.  For Grandparentsõ and 
Special Friendsõ Day, we cored, peeled, and sliced apples 
to make an original homemade applesauce for our visi-
tors. Using the apple for Bible devotions, we discussed 
that God has three parts just like the apple. God the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the three persons of our 
amazing God.   For our study of mammals in science, 
the class tree reminds us of the relationship between 
plants and animals.  The children loved learning about 
the many mammals that live in the forest and wood-
lands.  We also are studying other habitats that mammals 
can live in.  Mrs. Ryan and Daisy shared in class about 
their amazing humpback whale watch in Gloucester and 
the life of these whales.  It has been an exciting adven-
ture in kindergarten and we look forward to ògrowingó 
from seeds of curiosity to blossoms of wisdom as we 
watch Godõs amazing creations. 

Mrs. Joseph and Mrs. Hager 

The first grade is tiring, there's so much to do. 

Where are the blocks and the naps we're used to? 
  
The teacher is telling us we have homework each day. 

Is it wrong if we don't feel like yelling "Hooray"? 
  
Phonics is tricky, missing addends confusing, 

All the seatwork assigned is just not amusing! 
  
Spelling tests are something we end with each week, 

We must memorize the words, we can't even peek! 
  
Science has taught us to take care of our body, 

Classroom rules are a guide in how not to be naughty. 
  
God has created the world and all that is in it, 

I guess learning about it will take more than a minute! 
  
So we'll learn to read, write, and to do mathematics, 

Study the Bible and forget the dramatics! 
  
We're growing and learning and having such fun, 

I guess we'll stick with it 'til first grade is done. 

 

Mrs. Landry 
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PL A N TI NG GO Dõ S  S E E DS  TO W A TC H BL OS S OM 

 

Second Graders ENJOY  

Hands-On Learning! 

Growing and Learning 

 

Our class is enjoying a variety of hands-on experiences.  We are 
seeing that timelines are just another way to view history.  The stu-
dents made their own pictorial timelines labeling a few pictures of 
important events for each year of life.  What a treat we all had when 
each student shared his or her personal timeline!  What a joy to see 
how God has blessed each student throughout the years! 

Our science study of vertebrates culminated in a special oral ani-
mal report.  Each child researched an animal, told why it was classified 
as a mammal, reptile, bird, fish, or amphibian, and gave its unique 
characteristics.  We all had fun making and painting clay models of 
their chosen animal to use with the oral reports. 

Invertebrates are amazingly different creatures!  We assembled a 
terrarium for earthworms using three soil layers in this order: sand on 
the bottom, dirt, and decayed leaves on top.  The terrarium is kept in 
darkness for several days before we check to see if our hypothesis is 
correct: earthworms like moist dirt or decayed leaves, but not sand.  
Weõll be able to see if there are any tunnels in the sandy layer. 

Mrs. Abbott 

The first grade is tiring, there's so much to do. 

Where are the blocks and the naps we're used to? 
  
The teacher is telling us we have homework each day. 

Is it wrong if we don't feel like yelling "Hooray"? 
  
Phonics is tricky, missing addends confusing, 

All the seatwork assigned is just not amusing! 
  
Spelling tests are something we end with each week, 

We must memorize the words, we can't even peek! 
  
Science has taught us to take care of our body, 

Classroom rules are a guide in how not to be naughty. 
  
God has created the world and all that is in it, 

I guess learning about it will take more than a minute! 
  
So we'll learn to read, write, and to do mathematics, 

Study the Bible and forget the dramatics! 
  
We're growing and learning and having such fun, 

I guess we'll stick with it 'til first grade is done. 

 

Mrs. Landry 

First graders are learning about the Tower of Babel 
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GO DõS  E NL I GH T E NME N T T HR OU GH K NOW L E D G E  AND  C O U R A G E  

òI am a Jack-O-Lanternó Wisdom 
òI pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen 

you with all power through His spirit in your inner being, so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray 
that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power 
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled to the measure of 
all the fullness of Christ.ó ( Ephesians 3:16-19) 

What an amazing prayer that Paul prays in this Scripture 
verse!  The fourth grade class has been working very hard since 
the beginning of the year, and has finally memorized this entire 
passage! We also studied its meaning and reflected on its truths.  
It is quite amazing that we cannot even fathom Christõs love 
for us, that it òsurpasses knowledge!ó His love was so great, 
that òeven while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.ó (Romans 5:8)  

We recently enjoyed special time with our grandparents 
and special friends.  We were blessed to be able to share our 
song and skit on the wisdom of Solomon.  We learned that 
even Solomon, in all of his wisdom, was a fallen person who 
made wrong choices and disobeyed God.  Even Solomon 
needed the promised Savior! 

Inspired by Solomon, the students tried their hand at writ-
ing their own proverb.  Check out the wise sayings below.  On 
a personal note, I am enjoying being back in the classroom, 
and it is a blessing to teach (and to learn!) Godõs truths in this 
place.     

 Mrs. Wotton 

Fourth Grade Proverbs 

òOnly a fool is fooled by his own actions, but a good man 
does right.ó   -Andrew Bebelos 

òWhen you are scared, always remember that God is with 
you.ó           -Hunter Biliouris  

òThe only way to make a friend is to be a friend.ó 

  -Evan Wotton 

òDonõt cover up the yuck, God can see within.ó 

  -Micah Perkins 

òWith God you can conquer anything.ó 

  -Olivia Ludwig  

òOnly a fool thinks that he can fool God.ó 

  -Poston Brandon 

òGod is the only God.  You shall not make a false image 
or let someone or something take Godõs place.ó  
  -Hunter Glover 

òIf you are afraid, then pray to God and He will help you.ó 

  -Claire Barker 

òOnly you can make your own choices.ó 

  -Kelley Park 

 

     

The third grade class has adopted a new tradition for the 
school year.  In the past, I have chosen a Bible verse as our class 
motto.  This year each student shared their favorite Bible verse 
and then voted on the one to be our class motto.  The goal is to 
gain our strength through His Word on a daily basis.  The stu-
dents chose, "The kingdom of God is within you." (Luke 17:21)  
I love their enthusiasm as they find ways to worship the Lord 
throughout our day, especially through their prayers during 
our devotions. 

 To celebrate Grandparentsõ and Special Friendsõ Day, the 
students created a booklet that contained a beautiful poem.  The 
booklets were wrapped and presented to the guests.  Each stu-
dent also decorated a small pumpkin with the symbols referenced 
in the poem.  It is a constant reminder of God's love for us, as it 
sits on each studentõs desk during the harvest months. 

I am a Jack Oõ Lantern, my lights will shine so bright, 

For Iõm a Christian pumpkin, my symbols tell whatõs right, 

My nose is like the cross, on which my Savior died, 

To set us free from sin, we need no longer hide, 

My mouth is like a fish, the whole wide world to show, 

That Christians live in this house, and love their Savior so, 

The story starts at Christmas, my eyes are like the stars, 

That shown on Baby Jesus, and wise men saw from far, 

My color, it is orange, just like the big bright sun, 

That rose on Easter day, along with Godõs own Son, 

And so on Halloween, letõs set our pumpkins out, 

And tell the trick or treaters, what Godõs love is all about! 

 

I am truly blessed to be a part of the Cornerstone family and 
to be able to share Godõs love with my students.   

 Mrs. McFadden 
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I N S P I R E ,  M O T I V A T E ,  T E A C H  T O  M O D E L  C H R I S T  

This year has brought some exciting 
changes, and one that I am so pleased 
with is the opportunity to teach the mid-
dle school Bible curriculum. As Paul 
wrote in his letter to Timothy: òAll Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness, that the man of God may be com-
plete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.ó (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

In grades 5 and 6, we have studied 
some of the Lordõs commandments, 
memorized Scripture, and read about a 
remarkable woman who became para-
lyzed as a result of a diving accident. This 
woman, Joni Eareckson Tada, lives a life 
that proves that it is possible to find joy 
in the loss when one serves Christ. Our 
artistic students have also taken the 
prophetõs words from Ezekiel 1 and cap-
tured some of the beauty described in 
that text. We will be moving onto Daniel 
and discovering how such a young man, 
living in captivity, could have the faith to 
stay true to the Lord. 

The upper-class students have been 
digging deeply into the lives of the minor 
prophets, only to discover that there is 
very little minor about them. The preach-
ing of judgment, repentance, and restora-
tion, that all of the prophets speak of, is a 
timely and important lesson for today. 

We began in Hosea and learned that no 
matter what we have idolized before 
God, He is waiting to take us back. Then 
we moved onto Joel and his remarkable 
message about the Holy Spirit; a message 
that is directly referred to in Acts. Our 
students not only created a powerful 
presentation on Joel 2:28 for class, they 
also led us in a Monday morning worship 
service. We have just completed Jonahõs 
story and gone way beyond the original 
tale to see that Jonahõs unwillingness to 
see those whom he hated saved applies 
to us in our lives today. When we have 
completed Malachi, we will proceed to a 
review of some of the important charac-
ters from the Book of Judges. I am so 
blessed to have this opportunity to grow 
in the knowledge of the Lord. 

Our primary task this fall has been to 
become more proficient in the writing of 
research papers. Each grade was asked to 
write about the role of Corrie ten Boom, 
a Christian, Dutch woman who provided 
aid to Jews during World War II and was 
eventually arrested and punished for her 
activities. Students in grades 5 and 6 were 
assigned the research question, but the 
upper-class students needed to develop 
their own perspective on this powerful 
story.  

 One of my greatest joys has been to 
see how much information the students 
retained from last yearõs research project. 
While progressing through the research 
paper is a laborious and time-consuming 
process, this is a skill that will be invalu-
able for the students throughout their 
academic careers. They will, of course, 
also need to know how to pursue re-
search in order to succeed in their Sci-
ence classes! 

Spelling lessons continue in grades 5 
and 6, but grades 7 and 8 have moved 
into a challenging vocabulary curriculum. 
The younger grades have memorized 
some poetry, and the older students are 
writing frequent response essays. Every 
class is challenged with a new vocabulary 
word each day and a problem to solve in 
the grammar corner.  

Last, but not least, is grammar. 
Grammar brings order to writing, and 
the ability to master the rules allows the 
writer to have an important power of 
expression. It is so rewarding to see the 
progression through the grades and to be 
able to lead students to understanding 
that grammar is a tool, not an instrument 
of torture.  

Mrs. Cobb 

Middle School News  

With a new curriculum this year, Math 
has been challenging, and hopefully enter-
taining.   Cornerstone purposely made the 
transition to a new program to ensure that 
all students will have robust mathematics 
knowledge and know how to successfully 
apply that to an everyday Christian life.  So 
what have the students experienced so far?  
Here is a quick example of a popular 
brainteaser they have seen. 

You are given a bag with 8 marbles, identical in 
size and shape.  However, 1 is heavier than the other 
7.  You are also given a 'Balance Scale' ð like the one 
Lady Liberty is holding.  How can you determine 

which of the marbles is heavier using the scale the 
fewest number of times? 

 

I am sure you would like to know the 
answer.  Part of the answer is 2; you will 
have to seek out a middle-school student 
to find out how.  Students worked hard on 
this riddle and I have heard from many 
parents that their child has brought this 
gem home to challenge the family.  As a 
teacher, I could not be happier to hear that 
the students are engaged and interested 
enough to remember and then challenge a 
parent or sibling.  There is not enough 
room here to enumerate all the achieve-
ments that students have made.  Suffice it 
to say, they are working hard and reaping 
the rewards.  May God bless these stu-
dents, and this school. 

Mr. Erickson 

Bible 

English Language Arts 

Math 
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L O V E  G O D ,  B L E S S  O T H E R S ,  E X P E R I E N C E  J O Y  

Computer Knowledge 

As the new computer teacher at Cornerstone this 
year, I had the pleasure of spending the first couple of 
weeks of school getting to know each student.  We went 
over the techniques and applications that they have 
learned in the past, which gave me a better understand-
ing of their abilities with computers.  Each student 
comes to class with a variety of skills and understanding 
and we have begun to build on these. 

 
We have started our lessons in: MS Publisher and 

learning about how typography and graphics are chosen 
to create a pleasing layout, MS Word and basic word 
processing as well as a skills assessment for typing, MS 
PowerPoint and some of the basic tools used in creating 
in-class presentations, as well as basic critical thinking 
issues used to discover the various ways to perform the 
same function, such as hot keys and overlapping palette 
functions.   

 
We are looking forward to delving deeper into 

many of these areas and have plans to work with the Art 
Department to do just that.  These two departments 
plan to work hand-in-hand to deepen the studentsõ 
knowledge of aesthetic choices that coincide with the 
computer and its various programs as a tool to explore 
them. 

 
Mr. Hadley 

Calamari Anyone? 
What has eight arms, a mantle and can squirt ink when 

threatened?  In September the fifth and sixth graders were in-
troduced to their first dissection. The two classes dawned their 
goggles, lab coats, and gloves, and prepared for their dissection 
day.  Students gathered into the science classroom with excite-
ment and began to learn about the external and internal anat-
omy of the squid. Did you know that 
a squid can grow as long as sixty feet? 
Incredible! We, however, did not dis-
sect anything that long.  Our longest 
squid clocked in at 59 centimeters 
long! The students were respectful, 

responsible, and full of interesting ques-
tions as we dissected a wonderful crea-
ture that God created for our world! 
The third graders joined our class to 
observe the squid before and after dis-
section.  The sixth graders were won-
derful teachers and were able to show 

and describe the internal and external anatomy to the third 
graders.  I am very proud of the hard work these students are 
showing! 

Rockets, Skateboards, and Boats, Oh My! 

The upper-class students have been busy in science class 
this year.  The seventh and eighth graders have been intro-
duced to their new curriculum and have taken 
off!  The seventh graders have been working 
diligently in their Astronomy books, discuss-
ing the atmosphere and the introduction to 
rockets in the United States in the earlier 
years.  Throughout our discussions, the stu-
dents have been designing and building rock-
ets.  The seventh graders will launch the rock-
ets for the entire school to see.  With launch 
day approaching quickly, the students are working hard to fin-
ish their rockets and add their own design! 

The eighth graders have been working with Force and Mo-
tion.  They raced against each other, with each other, and 
against their own times to see the relationships and differences 
in distance and speed.  The students are now working hard at 
designing and build-
ing a boat that will 
stay afloat with dif-
ferent pressures ex-
erted by using pen-
nies.  Students will work on this project until the end of the 
chapter and the boats will be tested to see which has the best 
outcome. I look forward to seeing the designs and testing the 
creations! 

Mrs. Roberts 
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I N S P I R E  C H I L D R E N  T O  DI S PL A Y GO DõS  CH AR A CTE R 

The first few weeks of school were very busy for PTF.  
We hosted pizza night at Papa Ginoõs last month.  The 
event raised $100 for Cornerstone and provided an opportu-
nity for CCA families to talk and fellowship with one an-
other.  The PTF also provided breakfast for Grandparentsõ 
and Special Friendsõ Day.  The amount and variety of food 
was amazing!  The middle school students participated in 
this wonderful event by greeting our special guests at the 
door and serving them breakfast and coffee.  Thank you to 
all who brought in food, drinks and paper goods for the 
morning.  It was a special day for all! 

òHow can we thank God enough for you in return for 
all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of 
you?ó (1 Thessalonians 3:9)  Paul wrote this because he was 
excited to learn of Godõs work growing in Thessalonica and 
he thanked God for his joy.   

We started off the 2009-2010 school year by meeting 
with all of the PTF team leaders, as well as searching for 
volunteers willing to serve this year.  Just like Paul, we are 
filled with thanks and joy for your commitment to help with 
PTF this year.  From volunteering to serve as a recess moni-
tor, to clipping and saving Box Tops for our Box Top 
Drive, we are very excited to have you aboard.    

Iris Park and Jen Ryan  

 

A Word from PTF  

Back in September of 2008, Iris Park, a parent here at 
Cornerstone, informed us of an opportunity to submit a grant 
proposal  through the Byiung Jun and Chunghi Park Family 
Foundation.  On October 2, 2008, we submitted our proposal 
and began praying.  

On July 21, 2009, in recognition of the important role of 
science education and Cornerstoneõs commitment to provide 
an excellent and challenging program, the Byiung Jun and 
Chunghi Park Family Foundation, Inc., approved a three-
year, $30,000 grant!  God always provides!  

The Foundationõs philosophy is rooted in the work ethic, 
educational commitment and compassionate vision of its 
founders, Doctors Byiung Jun and Chunghi Park.  The Parks 
believe in the power of education and its lifetime benefits as a 
result of their vast educational experiences in South Korea, 
America and the United Kingdom.  The Parks also believe in 
the importance of giving back to the communities that nur-
tured them.  The Foundation benefits organizations devoted 
to educating people to enable the realization of their full po-
tential, and provides educational opportunities for those who 
would not otherwise have access to quality learning institu-
tions that have an emphasis on the academic areas of the en-
gineering sciences. 

During the summer, we purchased new science equip-
ment, furniture, lap tops and a projector for the science lab.  
What a blessing it is to provide our students  with more op-
portunities to explore and discover the world that God has 
created! Please stop in and see our newly equipped science 

Cornerstone Receives  

Science Grant 

A night at Papa Ginos! 

Debbie Steen and her mom, Kathy, 
build the science cabinets for the 
science lab. 

David Barry and Mrs. Roberts put the 
science tables together. 

The new science lab complete with new laptops! 
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On Friday, October 9th, we welcomed seventy grandparents and special friends for a very special 
day.  Middle school students greeted guests at the front door and escorted them to the Big 
Room.  A full breakfast, provided by Cornerstone parents, was served by the students.  Al Magliaro, 
President of the Board of Directors, stopped by not only to talk with our guests but to visit his grand-
children as well.  Mandy Irwin, Head of School, had a few questions to ask and if you answered cor-
rectly, you won a surprise.  After enjoying a delicious breakfast, our guests visited the classrooms where 
a variety of activities were planned.  If you visited the middle school, the science lab had a hands-on 
experiment for all who dared to get their hands dirty, a brain teaser stumped many a visitor in the math 
room, and the Grammar Corner was set up in the English room - not many were able to grammatically 
correct the sentence or answer the SAT question!  If you visited the elementary school, you were sure 
to enjoy some crafts, songs, poems, special gifts and even some home-made apple sauce.  

It has been a Cornerstone tradition for many years to set aside a day just for grandparents and spe-
cial friends.  We look forward to this event each year and are blessed to have a chance to meet so many 
special visitors.  

Grandparents and Special Friends 

L E A D  W I T H  L O V E ,  T A P  I N T O  U N I Q U E N E S S  


