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Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

E rons
from The
Pl of Sohool

Each year the teachers return to school a few days
before the students. We use these days to prepare for
the year. We learn CPR and first aid, discuss the cur-
riculum, and put name tags on cubbies. We also spend
time praying together for the school, for each student,
for their families, and for the faculty and staff. The

Cornerstone Christian Academy

Proverbs 22:6

Six Words

ing. What makes teaching in a Christian school differ-
ent? How might our six-word statements be different?
We answered these questions as we spent six minutes
working in teams to write six-word statements repre-
senting our philosophy of Christian education. This is
what we came up with (picture this scrolling artistically
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journey of the coming school year stretches out in acr oss the scr een Desirpayh Jer
front of us and we are all excited to get started. Itis a ing in the background).
time of great energy and enthusiasm as we look ahead
trusting that God already knows what lies ahead. ¢+God"s enlightenment thr
courage
On the faculty"s first dBoyeGdhldleHotheksRdpeSencyj§ar , I s h e
video from Teacher Tube cepPlllagnd i ngi GoWosdseeds I toli

series of six-word statements written by a group of
public school teachers about their philosophy of educa-
tion. Set to the song, Say (What You Need tolSay)
John Mayer, the six-word statements scroll across the
screen and in just around three minutes provide a mov-
ing reminder of why we teach. These are just some:

¢l nspire children to di
¢ Lead with love, tap into uniqueness
¢ Inspire, motivate, teach, to model Christ

¢ Called by God to transform lives

Sp

As we watch the 2008-2009 school year unfold, we
will surely see evidence of how God is using our tal-
ented faculty to carry out His work here at Corner-
stone. May we be equipped to carry out the powerful
messages found in just six words. What a gift it is to
educate children in and through Christ.

¢ Give them hope, watch them grow

¢ Education, the journey of a lifetime

¢ We can and will all learn

¢ Working with kids to avoid adults

¢ Being the teacher I never had

Serving Him,

Even though the faculty could immediately relate
to the humor, tenderness, and challenge shared by
these educators, we all knew there was something miss-

Mrs. Irwin
Head of School

Cornerstone Christian Academy’s mission is to provide academic excellence in a Christ-centered
environment, preparing students to mature into individuals who effectively apply their knowledge
and personal faith for God’s purposes. The school will adhere to Biblical principles including those
outlined in our Statement of Faith.
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Cornerstone Christian Academy is
a member of the Association of
Christian Schools International.




CALLED BY GOD TO TRA NSFORM LIVES

Investing

Last year we
The Board has experienced many emotions with this mile-
stone. We have been
those ten years, grateful for all those who have given so
much of themselves, joyful to see the maturation of the
school, and excited by a sense of accomplishment. But, we
are unanimous in our belief that this is not the time to rest.
We are looking ahead to the next ten years and have be-
gun the next phase of our long-range plan. We are invest-
ing in the future growth of the school.

Now, let me underscore here that finances have always
been our biggest challenge. We are a small school that re-
lies on financial support from our school community—
family, friends, area businesses, and other supporters—to
supplement tuition. We are not church affiliated, we do
not have influential graduates who are able to support us
(yet), and we are a Christian organization in the worldet
we have boldly, in faith, made decisions to better the
school.

Some of the important investments this year have been
adding a full-time nurse and two part-time curriculum and
instruction positions. Highty-six students demand the at-
tention of a full-time nurse, and the two support positions
are instrumental in maintaining and developing the aca-
demic excellence that we expect. The foreign language
program has been expanded as has our partnership with
the YMCA. We have absorbed the cost of all the school
supplies, pizza, and field trips, a change which is intended
to make the Cornerstone experience easier on parents. Six
new laptop computers have been provided for the teach-
ers so that material from the Internet is available in our
classrooms. New textbooks in several subjects and at sev-
eral levels have been added. The phone system was up-
graded, and there is new recess equipment.

There have also been many physical changes to the
building, all of which are testimony to the trusting rela-
tionship that has grown between New England Chapel
and CCA. The new art room has ample storage, a sink,
and new tables and chairs. A bathroom was refitted to
provide our nurse with an office. Mrs. Irwin has a new
office that is not in the middle of the high-traffic area.
Mrs. Bontempo has a new office with furniture. Music is
no longer in the lunch room, but in a separate, quieter
space. Windows were added in two classrooms.

We have invested despite the fact that finances have
been, and continue to be, our biggest challenge. We fol-
lowed the path that God revealed through our strategic

right thing to do at this time. We invested not knowing how

wonderful ways. For example, the funds raised by the stu-
dents through “Pennies f
chase the playground equipment, donations from our grand-
parents purchased the phone system, and much of the labor
for the physical upgrades was provided by parent volunteers.

Our mission is to provide academic excellence in a Christ
-centered environment. We have invested in that mission,
and we will continue to earnestly work at being good stew-
ards of what God has provided.

Al Magliaro
Board President

Have you Seen B.B. Bunny?

What an exciting place CCA Kindergarten is! We are
busy as bees learning how to write and sound out our let-
ters and numbers. The children have been making many
new friendships and are learning how to be good friends.

Kindergarten went outdoors on September 222 as we
ventured on a nature walk looking for things that were liv-
ing and non-living. We were amazed at the many living
creatures right out si de
doors!  The birds and
moths were flying, the
grasshoppers were hop-
ping, and we met our new
friemBd “the
out on the grass. In the 250
Bible, we have been read- - =
ing the creation story, and
our nature walk helped us to see and hear all God has cre-
ated.

Has anyone seen B:B.?

Mr s . Hager"s daughter,
to teach us about how germs can get us sick. She taught us
proper hand washing and how we can be careful not to
spread our germs by covering our mouths when we cough
Or sneeze. Let*“s pray f

The children were very happy to greet our special
friends and grandparents in our classroom. They loved
making a Christmas wreath ornament to give to someone
special in their family. We look forward to an exciting fall
season ahead!

Mrs. Joseph and Mrs. Hager
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GOD©® S SEEDS TO WATCH BLOSSOM

Exciting Things are Happening
in First Grade!

Our first grade year has begun
smoothly. The children are settling into
their new routine and handling a very
challenging workload well. Their four-
teen smiling faces are a blessing to be-

hold.

Mrs. Hager joined us for a baking
class this month. She helped the chil-
dren mix, measure, and enjoy eating her
special apple cookie recipe. The children
loved the project and their time with her.
We love you Mrs. Hager and thank you
for joining us for the afternoon!

While Mrs. Hager put the finishing
touches on our apple cookies we tasted
several different varieties of apples and
graphed our results.  ThisfE P
class enjoyed the sour taste offe
the Granny Smith apple above
all others.

A story about Johnny Appleseed was
followed by piecing together a Johnny
Appleseed puppet. The children used
their puppets to retell the story of our
own Massachusetts

Science-Amazing Plants!

Our God is truly AMAZING! The
second graders learned in science that
without plants
potato chips, popcorn, sugar, and par-
ents would be without coffee or teal
Paper, wood for building, and fabrics
such as cotton, linen, and synthetics,
which are used in making clothing and
household items, all come from plants.
We need plants for oxygen, and plants
need our carbon dioxide. Can you imag-
ine how bleak our world would be with-
out the colors of flowers, the many
shades of green in trees, and all the

we uswWidwiHleded wetrel have br el

Last week Ms. Jenna came to speak
to K-1 about health care and germ pro-
tection. She continued her talk with the
first graders about nursing. We learned
that she is one of the community helpers
we“ve read about
us about the education needed to be-
come a nurse and the best personal
gualities needed
to enter that profession. Many of the
children said they hoped to work in a
hospital someday, possibly as nurses.
Thank you for your visit, Ms. Jenna.

For Columbus Day the children read
a story about hi sf
Worl d.” We track
map and made a ship whose sails we
covered with some of the spices Colum-
bus may have been looking for as he
tried 2 new route to the Indies.

Lastly, thanks to all the grandparents
and special friends who were able to visit
us last week. The time we spent with

First grade cooking class:stu-
dents enjoy a cooking class with Mrs.

you and the craft we made together were Hager.
priceless!
born “apple man.”
Mrs. Landry

beautiful colors in the fall and spring?
All this God planned and prepared for

Our class learned the parts of seeds,
sprouted and planted seeds, and tasted
hummus made from chick peas.

Here you see us making great designs
using many different seeds.

Mrs. Abbott -
P -
o 00Ny m

Natur eds art ma

Second grade students enjoy
learning about seeds and creat-
ing unique designs.
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Flat Stanley Goes on
Another Adventure

Third graders are very busy working on a variety of
projects. For their first project, students are
reading the Flat St{:ml(\HL\7 ?)@ series.  Fach student
made a Flat Stanley and . sent him off to wvisit
with other family mem- = bers and friends. Stu-
dents will share FI at
around Christmas time.

It is also time for our annual turkey collage pro-
ject. Students will create a wonderful collage, in the shape
of a turkey, using
cones, leaves, berries, acorns, twigs, and any other materi-
als they find. This is a great time for families to explore
the outdoors and all the beautiful things God has created!
The final products will be displayed in the hallways in No-
vember, so keep your ey
to miss out on these beautiful creations!

In social studies the students are learning about the
Pilgrims and Native Americans. In late October or early
November, we will visit Plymouth Plantation and see first-
hand what life was like for them. Students will have a
chance to ask questions and gather information that they
will later apply to a classroom project.

Mrs. McFadden
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Caviar Anyone?

The fourth grade has been very busy this year. They
have already read the award winning book, Shiloh and
have written a report about what they learned. We have
started a new book, My Side of the Mountaihe stu-
dents have worked hard at memorizing (1) The Decla-

and Window Boxesl (3) a Bible verse each week.

We have also learned and grown in the Word with a
fun project about Solomon. Using recycled materials

turned out great! We had mock barter sessions, acting
as i f we were prosperi
With such prosperity, the fourth grade had a chance to
taste caviar. Some enjoyed it while others had a differ-
ocqt topiniong rYoutshoudd reee the pirtarag!
traded many valuable things and had a great time-that is
until Solomon became
greedy and taxed every-
one too much! It was a
very memorable time for
us as we expetienced
first-hand what it felt
like to have our things
taken away. We took away many valuable lessons.

In science we are learning about life and the neces-
sary components of it. We have performed many ex-
periments, including some that involve yeast. One such
experiment was to see if yeast would reproduce. We
took a small water bottle and filled it with warm water,
yeast and sugar. We looked under the microscope at
the concentration of yeast cells. A couple of days later,
with the bottle nearly bursting and spraying all over us,
we opened the bottle to see if the cells multiplied. Our
conclusion: Yes, yeast is alive and multiplied very well.

We will be joining the third graders on a field trip to
Plymouth Plantation to experience what the Pilgrims
went through in the early years of America. We are also
planning a trip to the Franklin State Forest as part of
our Principles of Lkifience lesson and will collect items
to use in our Simple Classific&tionn coming soon.

Thank you everyone for your gracious welcome to
the CCA family!

Mr. Erickson
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school.

The Wheels on the Bus Go Round and
Round . ..

= SA

Some last minute words form the head of

INSPIRE,

MOTIVATE, T EACH TO MODEL CHRIST

Our Hearts are on Fire
For the Lord!

This year, the Middle School embarked on a
new voyage. The middle school teachers along
with Mr. Hodne, Mr. Kilgallon, Mrs. Cassidy,
and Mrs. Ludwig took 27 middle school stu-
dents on an overnight retreat to Camp Canoni-
cus in Exeter, Rhode Island.

The goal of the retreat was to create unity
within the Middle School. While focusing on
becoming a team, the 7t and 8% grade students
participated in a leadership workshop, and the
5th and 6t grade students participated in a team-
building exercise.
husband) led the students, teachers and parents
on the ropes course, completing a ropes element
called " The Mohawk
students and faculty came together to form a
common goal; if everyone works together, any-
thing can be accomplished!

Thursday evening, the team joined together
around a campfire. The setting of an open
campfire surrounded

was compelling and contemplative. As the kin-
dling was ignited by the actual fire, hearts re-
joiced in prayer and worship. Faculty prayed for
the students, families, and CCA. Students
prayed that they would not take CCA for
granted as they move on next year, for siblings,
for friends, for forgiveness, and much, much
more. It truly was a memorable moment for
everyone. The Lord is working through alll

The retreat was a success in countless ways.
The group truly functioned as a team; teachers

Mitnessed Rribe@Hie tasdom (achd bf kindnesRo b er t s ©

by students. It was the perfect way to begin the
school year! As we continue through the year,

Wanlaylour Bearts cobtidue to e gn firkl h i s

Amen!

The Middle School Team
Mr. Locke, Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. Cobb

t he Lord" s handi

by

ti me

wor k

Learning to trust and work together!




LOVE GOD, BLESS OTHE RS, EXPERIENCE JOY

Two New Blessings!

“1In al |
He wi | |

your ways
make your
Proverbs 3:6

Arts Electives for Grades 6 through 8

God is always faithful as we continue to seck Him and
His will as we prayerfully consider how we might expand
and grow our programs each year at Cornerstone. This
year we have been blessed with a new vision for growth
within the Middle School Arts Program. This has taken the
form of new and specialized electives within each of the
arts areas of our curriculum. These changes have been well
received by the students and teachers alike! This term, stu-
dents chose among six courses including: Observational
Drawing, Optical Illusion Art & Artists, Improvisation,
What is Drama?, Music in our Lives-Jazz, and Get into the
Music-Chorus. The students have made course selections
based on their individual interests; their personal invest-
ments within the classes are evident. The students in these
specialized classes have demonstrated their best efforts by
their pronounced participation, their eager enthusiasm, and
the exceptional quality of their work! What a blessing we
are expetiencing as we learn and grow together and work
toward excellence in all we do.

Beautiful New Space for our Art Room

God has blessed us with a great new space for the art
students and art teacher at Cornerstone to enjoy during our
class time each Monday
vision, He has used the generosity of the NEC staff and
the combined efforts of Cornerstone and NEC leadership
to coordinate this process. We now enjoy a more spacious,
appealing, and quiet place to develop our creativity and are
now better able to concentrate on increasing our knowl-
edge and building our skills. We are also blessed to have
most all of our materials on hand with organized storage
available on site, not to mention a sink at our disposal!
May God use us and this new blessing to bring glory and
honor to Himself as we develop the creative talents He has
given us.

Linda Barnes

Cameron Hager enjoys the new
and spacious art room!

acknowl eS %p; hetHCmI anld
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Grandparent
stra Frl

On Thursday, October 9th, grandparents and
special friends visited CCA for a very special day
designed just for them! Our special guests were
treated to hot coffee and a light breakfast followed
by a warm welcome from Mrs. Irwin. Al Magliaro,
Board President, shared a few words about the
school, and visitors were treated to a slide show of
life as a student at CCA.

A visit to the classrooms was next on the
agenda. Each classroom had something special pre-
pared for our guests. Whether it was a fun craft, a
song, a recited poem or a play, our guests were lov-
ingly entertained! The children enjoyed showing

their guests around the school and introducing them
to friends and teachers. Everyone enjoyed them-
selves, and it was truly a day richly blessed!
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INSPIRE CHILDREN TO DI

A Word from PTF

PTF has already been very active this school year! We started
with a great |l eader s*”
ahead, and we haven-"t

We have completed our first outreach project by participating
in a | ocal clothing drive
gently worn outerwear such as boots, snow pants, coats, gloves,
and scarves. These items will be distributed to kids in Franklin
and the surrounding communities.

Our next outreach project will reach the other side of the
world as we start filling shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child. Each class will fill shoeboxes with toys, school supplies
and toiletries and then wrap the shoeboxes with Christmas paper.
Before the boxes are sent to children all over the world, volun-

SPLAY

GOD©® S CHARACTER

we will be nice and warm in the VEW Hall in Medway
me et i maging imaney AruCgroestdne. tWo hayp noe lpdar e f
St 0 p p e dCA gaid salefer h couple of years, so I am sure every-

one will have lots of things to donate for selling!

c a | And beford vee iniovs it, wk avilt e & tthe midst ©fu r f

the Christmas season. We will be celebrating the birth
of Jesus with a family fun night on Monday, December
15th, here at school. More details to follow.

We have to say thank you to all of our wonderful
parents who help in so many ways. We appreciate your

enthusiasm and your generous gifts of time!

Vanessa Barker and Iris Park

teers for Operation Christmas Child will include a book explain- CoChairs
ing the birth of Jesus and His saving grace.

We are collecting spare change again for our “Pennie
nerstone” progr am. The money that i s raised this Vye

used to purchase science equipment for the school. We have al-
ready collected over $200! Mrs. Roberts is looking forward to
picking out some great equipment! Money collected from last
year s program was
and a new shed to store it. There are many more games and ac-
tivities for the students to choose from.

Our Parents in Prayer group has been praying every Friday
morning, here at school, since the first week in September. A
core group of parents gather together to pray for our kids, our
families, our teachers, and the leaders of CCA. Everyone is wel-
come to join us.

Many families enjoyed a fabulous fall day here in New Eng-
l and at Tangerini " sh Weabkmtra®
tor-pulled wagon ride, picked and painted pumpkins, made our
way through a hay maze, and finished off the day with ice cream
at a local farm.

We had our first guest speaker of the year, Carl Rubin, an in-
structor for the program Financial Peace University. He con-
ducted a question and answer session with families and gave some
great financial advice. We are looking forward to hosting a few
other speakers during the school year, so watch for more infor-
mation.

Next, we are gearing up for a yard and bake sale on Saturday,
November 15%. Snow may be covering the ground by then, but

used to

CCA is Going Green!

SAL Iﬁicf:y(l)ll R that Ahelicans oW awz{y gn&u& I

office paper each year to build a 12-foot-high paper
wall from New York to Seattle? Did you know that
making paper from recycled paper reduces contribu-
tions to air pollutions by 95% or that recycling a stack
of newspapers just three feet high saves one tree?
According to a website article from the National Re-
cycling Coalition these are just a couple of steps that
we can take to do our pa
environment. NRC, Recycling Calculatasper 20,

2008, http://www.nrc-recycle.org/
Eegyélin%cgic}ﬂldtor.aé)gi.t ober 1%

CCA is doing its part i
vironment. We already recycle plastic, paper and
cardboard, but there is more to do. Over the course
of this school year, we will be phasing out paper an-
nouncements and we will be transitioning to elec-
tronic announcements. Please make sure to check the
CCA"s announcement page &
home page on CCA"s home ¢
be doing your part to help protect our environment!

neqcle;kes;wct



http://www.stcloudstate.edu/reslife/reshalls/halls/images/Res-Hall-recycle-logo.jpg

LEAD WITH LOVE, TAP

Upcoming Events

November 6

All School Chapel

INTO UNIQUENESS

CCA Reaches Out!

“Therefore as we have t
8:40-9:15 good to all people, especially to those who belong to
. the family of believers.”
November 7 Admissions Open House
9:30-11:00 a.m. “And the King will tell
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and
November 11 Vetera—rN“OSDhOC[Day S i ster s, you wer e doi ng i
November 17 PTF Meeting The students at CCA will participate in several out
8:45-9:30 a.m. -reach projects throughout the school year. Here are
just a few of those projects:
November 26th - Thanksgiving Break
30th ¢ Jenbs ChAatsoll ected chi
wear for local shelters to honor the memory of
December 4 All School Chapel Franklin resident Jen Ballarino.
8:40-9:15 a.m. i ) i
¢ Operation Christmas Child: Each class will
December 5 Admissions Open House collect new toys, books, toiletries, games, etc., for
9:30-11:00 a.m. children of various ages. The items will be pack-

December 12
6:00 p.m.

Christmas Program

aged and wrapped in a shoe box and sent around
the world to families in need.

¢ Franklin Senior Holiday Luncheon: Students
and their families will volunteer to serve lunch to

D ber 15 PTF Meeti

6;821; 306 ' m ceting our seniors at the holiday luncheon on Tuesday,
SR b December 23rd, at 11:30,

December 22- Christmas Break Stay tuned for more information on these outreach

January 2 projects!

January 8 All School Chapel

8:40-9:15 a.m.

January 9 Admissions Open House

9:30-11:00 a.m.

January 12 PTF Meeting

January 14 Sibling Applications Accepted

January 19 Martin Luther King - No School

January 20 New Student Registration

Contact the school office for more details about upcom-

ing events.

Cornerstone Christian Academy
40Kenwood Circle

Franklin, MA 02038

Phone:  (508) 520-2272

Email:  office@ccama.org

Web Site: www.ccama.org
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